New England Senior Slams

(A proposal)

Three tournaments for seniors, age 50 & up.  Surfaces will be grass, clay and hard court.  The tournaments would be scheduled from April through September.  Entry fee would be around $60.  The prizes will be cash prizes.  If anyone manages to achieve a Senior Grand Slam, they would be honored at the Newport Hall of Fame banquet.  

At least one of the tournaments would have to be a sectional, as that would eliminate people from outside the section from achieving a New England Senior Grand Slam.

Draws would be limited to 32 for the men and 16 for the women.   There would be a feed-in consolation.  If the draw is 4 or less, the format would be round robin. All finals would be umpired.

The clubs that host the Slams would need at least 8 courts of the appropriate surface, with indoor backup within easy driving distance.  There would have to be two sets of three tournaments – one for the evens (50-60-70-80) and one for the odds (55-65-75-85).

Tournaments would start on Thursday and end on Sunday.   Lunch would be provided on Friday and Saturday, probably by the Senior Tennis Foundation and another group such as a local club or league.  Other amenities might be a cocktail hour on Thursday and a “goodie bag” that would have a booklet, published by the Senior Tennis Foundation, welcoming the players and including a brief biography of a few of the top players. 

There would be a serious marketing effort to launch these tournaments including phone calls, e-mails, mailings, and contacting local clubs.  The Senior Tennis Foundation, Players Committee and USTA/NE would have to commit time and energy to the project, and would be called upon to assist the tournament directors.

To make this happen, the Players Committee would have to work to cut out the weak tournaments, ones where the tournament director is not present, no amenities are given, or playing conditions are poor.  Also, it would be important to schedule the Slams so that there is no conflict with Cup competition, team tennis playoffs or national tournaments.  

Today, the tournaments are being allowed to die.  Tournament directors are often sloppy and not very interested.  Yet, the tournaments provide the opportunity to measure one’s skills against contemporaries.  The tournaments today do not provide a reward for hard work and excellence.  Simply having your name in a book doesn’t cut it.  Three major tournaments on different surfaces would require practice and dedication, and an excellent performance in the tournaments would provide recognition.  Today, many New England players attend only national tournaments because the New England tournaments have a reputation of inferior competition and poor management.  We also need to reach out and bring league players into the tournaments so that when they win their divisions and go to nationals, they will be competitive.  New England has the players, but the tournaments lack energy.  The Senior Slams can bring excellent competition, recognition and excitement to New England tournament tennis.

